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BigBuck Big Buck has lost his herd…of seahorses that is. 
Can you help him find them?

Color the Underwater Scene 
Below and You Could Win $25!   
Color the image below and you could be one of six (6) Lil’ Partners to  
win a $25 prize! Deadline for entries is August 13, 2021. 

Ten Facts About the Seven Seas

Should I Pay my Kids for Good Grades?

Making Saving Fun for Kids 12 & Younger

As you know, the ocean is very large. But despite 
its size, the ocean is very fragile and now needs our 
help to stay healthy. Thankfully many people are 
finding an appreciation for our planet’s oceans and 
the marine life that lives beneath the water’s surface. 
These ten amazing facts illustrate just how important 
the ocean is to the health of our planet and why we 
should all care:

1.  oceans cover more than 70 percent  
of the earth’s surface.

 That is a huge number! With so much of the 
Earth’s surface covered by ocean, it’s vital to keep 
this marine environment healthy. It is also obvious 
how much there still is to be explored.

2.  most of our planet’s life is in the ocean.
 Since 70 percent of the Earth’s surface is 

underwater, it comes as no surprise that there are 
more marine animals than animals on land. In 
fact, 94 percent of the Earth’s living species exist 
underwater in the ocean.

3.  95 percent of our oceans are unexplored!
 It is estimated that mankind has explored less 

than five percent of Earth’s oceans. Much like 
outer space, there is so much we still don’t know 
and can discover. 

4.  the world’s longest mountain chain  
is underwater.

 You have probably heard of the Rocky Mountains, 
but have you heard of the Mid-Ocean Ridge? It 
is Earth’s longest chain of mountains and can be 
found almost entirely beneath the ocean. This 
mountain chain is less explored than the surface 
of Venus or Mars.

5.  more man-made items exist underwater 
than in all the world’s museums.

 There are so many shipwrecks across the globe 
that the number of manmade itemss in the ocean 
outnumber artifacts you can see in a museum!  
In fact, around 1,000 shipwrecks lie off the 

Florida Keys alone. Many of them can be found 
in the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary 
which is underwater! Other museums beneath the 
surface have since been created, including the 
Mediterranean’s famous submerged bronze statue 
called, “Christ of the Abyss”.

6.  we still only know a fraction of the 
marine species in our oceans.

 The ocean is very deep, so we only have come 
across a small amount of possible marine life.  
According to the World Register of Marine Species, 
over 240,000 accepted species currently reside 
in the ocean. Believed to be just a small fraction 
of the ocean species that exist, we discover new 
marine life every day, and it’s exciting to think 
about what might be out there.

7.  over 70 percent of our planet’s oxygen  
is produced by the ocean.

 It’s thought that between 70 and 80 percent  
of the oxygen we breathe is produced by marine 
flora compared to the plants and trees we see  
on land. Even more amazing? Nearly all of the 
work is completed by marine algae.

8.  the ocean features underwater rivers  
and lakes!

 Did you know when salt water and hydrogen 
sulfide combine, it becomes denser than the rest 
of the water around it? This reaction can form 
a lake or river beneath the water. Now, that is 
strange and incredible! 

9.  about 50 percent of the u.s. lies  
beneath the sea.

 If you could drain the oceans, you would see 
around 50 percent of the United States is  
in fact underwater.

10. the pacific ocean is the world’s largest.
 Numbering over 25,000, the Pacific Ocean has 

more islands than anywhere else on Earth. 

Many parents pay their kids for good grades. Even 
yours may have pulled out their wallets for straight A’s 
when you were a kid. Today, almost half of all parents 
use money as a motivator, but is it right for you? 

could it backfire? 
Certain children may give up knowing the cash reward 
is out of reach. They may turn to cheating or avoid 
taking a challenging course knowing it could lower 
their chances to earn money. 

cash rewards may work in the short-term. 
When money is involved, some kids do better with 
things they can control, such as attendance, homework 
and class participation. In the end, however, 
standardized test scores were not impacted because of 
a possible payout.

if not money, then what?
Remember students learn at different rates and can 
excel in different areas. Putting a reward on every  
“A” earned may put stress on your child for a goal they 
can’t meet. And it may take away the fun of learning.

It’s much better to praise kids for their effort, work 
ethic, and accomplishments over time. Set realistic 
expectations based on your child’s specific abilities. 
You can always surprise your child with a reward for 
accomplishments. The key is they aren’t expecting it.

so is there any reason to use money as a reward?
Research revealed some students did alter behavior 
with the possibility of earning money. If you decide 
to use a financial incentive, choose a specific goal and 
time period and tie the reward to meeting it.

should i Quit if i’m paying for grades now?
If you’re paying for grades right now, don’t go back 
on your agreement, but think about your plan for 
next year. It may be that your money is better spent 
on skill improvement with a tutor, or software, etc. If 
your kids are young, try switching to a reward related 
to their effort in school, not their report card.  In the 
end, focus on the importance of education and they’ll 
be successful learners all through life. 
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Refer a friend to Lil’ Partners 
you get $10 and they get $10!
The more you share, the more you get. There’s no limit to the 

number of friends you can refer...or the $10 bills you can score.  
So make a call, text a friend, Facetime your BFF  

and start earning rewards today!

visit partnercoloradocu.org for more details.

INSTRUCTIONS AND CONTEST DETAILS ON BACK



Name the Sea Animals 
to Solve the Crossword
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bright financial futures start here   »  1

 ten facts about  
the seven seas

 refer a friend

 should you pay  
for grades?

 coloring contest

 sea animal crossword

 free Teaching Kids  
About Money webinar

 topics to start  
money conversations 
with kids

 2021 classroom 
makeover winners

see the coloring sheet on the other side of this page or pick one up at any  
partner colorado location. the winning lil’ partners will each receive $25!  
entry deadline is august 13, 2021. 
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*One toy per child while supplies last. 

Dive Into 
Summer Fun 
with a Free  
Beach Ball!

Talking Points

Whether you’re at the beach, a pool or  
a picnic, this delightful beach ball is 
sure to make a splash. Score yours 
for free with a deposit into your Lil’ 
Partners’ savings account.* It’s a fun 
reward for saving money that will entertain all summer 
long. Bounce by any branch with your kiddo and make 
a deposit today!

What’s Inside >

ageP s
 

name: _____________________________________________ age: ________ phone: __________________________
 

exclusively for lil’ partners and parents—summer 2021 » the ocean issue

Enter your child in the Lil’ Partners Quarterly Coloring Contest.
one child from each age group listed below will win a $25 visa® gift card.
2 years and under  |  3–4 years  |  5–6 years  |  7–8 years  |  9–10 years  |  11–12 years
 
Submit your entries by August 13, 2021. Drop off entries at any Partner Colorado branch or mail entries to:  
Partner Colorado Credit Union, 6221 Sheridan Blvd. Arvada, CO 80003, ATTN: Marketing Department.  
Winners will be chosen August 20, 2021. Artwork will NOT be returned.

lil’ partners coloring contest rules: The contest is open to all eligible members of Partner Colorado Credit Union twelve (12) years of age or younger. Entries 
must be submitted by Friday, August 13, 2021 (no later than 5:00 pm MDT). Limit one (1) entry per child. Entries must be submitted with a completed entry form. 
By signing the entry form, you’re giving Partner Colorado permission to use, publish, post or display the coloring for any purpose, including but not limited to 
advertising, promotional and publicity purposes, in all forms of media. The winners will be determined by a vote. Winners do not need to be present to win.

LIL’ PARTneRS’ CoLoRInG ConTeST enTRY FoRM

classroom makeover winners! 
With a record number of nominations, the 2021 contest was our most 
difficult to judge yet! The following three teachers, however, truly rose 
to the top. We’re proud to further their work in creating brighter futures. 
Read the full nominations at partnercoloradocu.org!    

John b., westridge elementary school, Nominated by Elijah B.
“The reason I am nominating Mr. B for this contest is he is the best 
teacher I’ve ever had! He is very patient with all the students, clearly 
explaining things until each student understands. That has not been 
an easy task since all the students needed to understand how to use a 
computer in order to participate.” 

elizabeth l., loredo elementary school, Nominated by Paul F. 
“My wife is the most dedicated teacher I have ever been around. I 
watched her spend hours looking for ideas to keep students engaged 
during remote learning. I watched her spend her own time and money 
buying and delivering pizzas on Friday evenings as incentives for her 
students to show up and stay focused during remote learning.”  

mrs. tk, stargate charter school, Nominated by Suyash S.
“I would like to nominate my 7th grade Honors History & Geography 
teacher, Mrs. Tarantino-Kelly (Mrs. Tk) at Stargate Charter School. 
She has been a teacher for 6+ years and she constantly emphasizes 
the crucial topic of being kind and respectful to others, while also 
participating in many tasks just to benefit her students.” 

Kudos to our winners...keep up the good work!

Teaching Kids 
about Money

virtual workshop  
date: wednesday, July 14 

time: 6:00 pm-6:45 pm
Join us for this informative online  

discussion about teaching kids how to be 
financially savvy…today and tomorrow. 

It’s never too early to start talking to your 
children about money. In fact, research shows 
that early discussions with kids can really 
help to shape a healthy monetary future. 
Here are a few topics that can help get the 
conversation started.

•	Can you think of a situation  
where someone would need  
to use an emergency fund?

•	Why is it important not  
to save all of your money?

•	How much  
money do you  
think should  
be in an  
________ 
 
year-old’s  
emergency  
fund?

insert child’s age


